
EasyChair Preprint
№ 15546

Advancing Machine Learning: Comparative
Analysis of Techniques

Alex Wang, Maria Kin, Piter Wen, Rusel Deniz, Li Wei and
Michael Lornwood

EasyChair preprints are intended for rapid
dissemination of research results and are
integrated with the rest of EasyChair.

December 9, 2024



Advancing Machine Learning: Comparative Analysis of Techniques 

Alex Wang, Maria Kin, Piter Wen, Rusel Deniz, Li Wei, Michael Lornwood 

 

 

Abstract 

This study examines recent advancements in Machine Learning (ML) by comparing various 
techniques, including both supervised and unsupervised learning methods. It provides a 
comprehensive review of popular algorithms, evaluating their performance across different 
domains. By leveraging mathematical models and experimental results, the analysis highlights how 
these methods address real-world challenges, with a focus on accuracy, efficiency, and scalability. 
The findings shed light on the strengths and limitations of each approach, offering practical insights 
for researchers and practitioners seeking to enhance ML model performance across diverse 
applications. 
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1. Introduction 

Machine Learning (ML) [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] is a rapidly evolving field of artificial intelligence that 
allows systems to automatically improve through experience. In recent years, the 
application of ML has expanded across numerous domains, from natural language 
processing (NLP) and computer vision to healthcare, finance, and robotics [7, 8, 9, 10]. The 
diversity in ML techniques, from classical methods like decision trees and support vector 
machines (SVM) to deep learning and reinforcement learning, has led to impressive 
advancements in solving complex problems. 

However, despite significant progress, there are still challenges in selecting the most 
appropriate model for specific tasks, optimizing computational efficiency, and achieving 
robustness against noisy or missing data [11, 12, 13, 14, 15]. This paper aims to address 
these challenges by offering a comprehensive review and comparison of the most 
prominent ML algorithms, investigating their theoretical foundations and real-world 
performance [16, 17]. 

The paper is structured as follows: Section 2 provides a review of related work in the ML 
field. Section 3 introduces the mathematical methods behind common ML models [18, 19, 
20, 21, 22]. Section 4 presents the results of experiments comparing different algorithms 
across various datasets. Finally, Section 5 summarizes our findings and outlines directions 
for future research [23, 24, 25, 26]. 

 

2. Related Work 



The development of Machine Learning [27, 28, 29, 30, 31] has been shaped by multiple 
algorithms designed to solve different types of problems [32, 33, 34]. In the early stages, 
models like linear regression and k-nearest neighbors (k-NN) [35, 36, 37] were prevalent in 
simpler tasks due to their computational efficiency and ease of implementation. However, 
as the complexity of data increased, more sophisticated models such as decision trees, 
random forests, and SVM emerged to improve accuracy and handle high-dimensional 
datasets [38, 39]. 

Deep learning, a subset of ML, has revolutionized the field by enabling models to learn 
hierarchical features directly from raw data, bypassing the need for manual feature 
extraction. Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) have achieved significant success in image 
recognition tasks, while recurrent neural networks (RNNs) have become the foundation for 
sequence modeling in tasks like language translation and speech recognition. 

Several studies have investigated hybrid approaches, combining different ML algorithms to 
leverage the strengths of each. For example, ensemble methods like boosting and bagging 
combine multiple weak learners to create a more accurate model. Recent research has also 
focused on the interpretability and transparency of ML models, which is crucial for real-
world applications, especially in sensitive domains like healthcare and finance. 

Despite these advancements, challenges remain in model scalability, overfitting, and 
interpretability. Our work builds on these findings by proposing a detailed comparative 
analysis of different ML techniques, using a set of standardized benchmarks to evaluate 
their performance [40, 41]. 

3. Method 

In this section, we discuss the mathematical foundations of the ML models included in this 
study. The primary models analyzed are linear regression, decision trees, random forests, 
support vector machines (SVM), and deep neural networks (DNNs). Below, we define the 
key mathematical principles behind each. 

3.1 Linear Regression 

Linear regression is a fundamental model used for predicting continuous values. 



3.3 Random Forest 

Random forests combine multiple decision trees to form an ensemble model. The 
predictions of individual trees are averaged (for regression) or voted upon (for classification) 
to improve accuracy and reduce overfitting. The ensemble's output y^ is: 

 

3.4 Support Vector Machine (SVM) 

SVM is a powerful classifier that finds the optimal hyperplane separating data points of 
different classes. The objective is to maximize the margin ρ between the closest points of 
each class, known as support vectors. The optimization problem is formulated as: 



 

3.5 Deep Neural Networks (DNNs) 

Deep neural networks consist of multiple layers of neurons, each layer transforming the 
input data using learned weights. The output of a neural network is computed by: 

 

4. Results 

In this section, we compare the performance of the ML models discussed in Section 3 using 
three datasets: Iris, MNIST, and Wine Quality. The evaluation metrics are accuracy, 
precision, recall, and F1 score. The results are summarized in the following tables: 

Table 1: Performance on Iris Dataset 

 

 

Table 2: Performance on MNIST Dataset 



 

Table 3: Performance on Wine Quality Dataset 

 

 

 

5. Conclusion 

This paper presents a detailed comparison of various ML models across multiple datasets. 
The results demonstrate that deep neural networks consistently outperform traditional 
models like linear regression, decision trees, and SVMs in terms of accuracy, precision, 
recall, and F1 score. However, decision trees and random forests offer competitive 
performance with lower computational complexity, making them suitable for applications 
with resource constraints. Future work should focus on improving the interpretability of 
deep learning models and exploring hybrid approaches that combine the strengths of 
various algorithms. 
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